


Dr. Catherine Martin Rebecca  Laum ann
Professor (Re tired) In te rim  Executive  Director
University of Mem phis Cente r for In te rna tiona l 

Educa tion  Services

March  29, 2019
UC 234, Mem phis, TN

Fu lbrigh t Schola r Program  Opportun itie s



The Fulbright Program
INTRODUCTION

Established 1946 to expand and strengthen the relationships between 
the people of the United States and citizens of the rest of the world

Sponsored by U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs and administered by the Institute of International 
Education’s Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES)



Fulbright in Numbers
INTRODUCTION

380,000+
Fulbrigh ts awarded
since  1946 

800
U.S. Schola r 
gran ts annua lly

160
Participan ts
coun trie s

37
Heads of Sta te  or
Governm ent

59
Nobe l 
Laurea te s

84
Pulitze r Prize  
recip ien ts 

71
MacArthur
Fe llows

16
Presiden tia l Medal of
Freedom  recip ien ts



Diversity and Inclusion

Fulbrigh t strives to  ensure  tha t it re flects the  d ive rsity of U.S. socie ty and  
socie tie s abroad . We  encourage  the  involvem ent of people  from  
trad itiona lly underrepresen ted  audiences in  a ll our gran ts, p rogram s 
and  othe r in itia tives. 

Opportun itie s a re  open  to  people  regard le ss of the ir race , color, 
na tiona l origin , sex, age , re ligion , geographic loca tion , socioeconom ic 
sta tus, d isab ility, sexua l orien ta tion  or gender iden tity.

INTRODUCTION



Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program

Fulbrigh t U.S. Schola r Program
In te rna tional Educa tion  Adm in istra tor Sem inars
Collabora tive  Research

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Percentage of 
U.S. Scholars

2018-2019

7% IEA Seminars93% Fulbright US 
Scholar Program



Eligibility for U.S. Scholar Programs
U.S. citizensh ip
Degree  as required  by award

Ph.D. or o the r te rm inal degree  m ay be  requ ired
Many awards a re  open  to  app lican ts with  a  Maste r ’s and  professional or 
academ ic experience
Recent Maste r ’s degree  recip ien ts and  undergraduate  degree  holde rs 
a re  e ligib le  for the  Fu lbrigh t U.S. Student Program

Open to  professionals and  a rtists  ou tside  academ ia  with  recognized  
standing and  substan tia l accom plishm ents
Teaching experience  as required  by award
Candida te s who have  se rved  in  the  U.S. Arm ed Forces a re  
encouraged  to  apply
New policie s on  prev ious  Fulbr igh t  Scholar  g ran ts  and  wai t ing  
pe riods be tween  gran ts

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/chapter_600_-_3_-_2016_0.pdf


Supports teaching and/or research for two to 12 months

Program s active  in  +130 countrie s

For facu lty, adm inistra tors 
and  professiona ls

Open  to  a ll d iscip lines

Apply to  specific award  with  
proposed  project

Applica tion  deadline : September 16 th

Varie ty of host institu tions

41%

Fulbrigh t U.S. Schola r Program  
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Percentage 
of 

U.S. Scholar 
Activity

2018-2019

20%

39%



Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Opportunities for early and mid -career professionals and practitioners to 
Peru , Burma , Cote D’Ivoire , Ukraine

Placed  in  a  host country Min istry in  a  range  of pub lic policy a reas. Affilia tions 
with  host m in istrie s recom m ended  and  negotia ted  by U.S. Em bassy

Undertake  an  independent re search  
project tha t focuses on  a  public policy-
re la ted  issue  

Applican t p rofile : Graduate  degree  in  a  
fie ld  app licab le  to  public policy and  3-5 
years of re levan t fu ll-tim e  work experience

Grant length : 4-9 m onths

Applica tion  dead line : Sep tem ber 16



Fulbright Program Process

What do you  want to  do 
and/or where  do you  

want to  go?

Deve lop  p ro ject 
and  iden tify 

loca tion
Apply

Peer Review 
and  

Se lection

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

1 2 3 4 5



Selecting the Right Award
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Match your expertise, experience and proposal to the 
award description

Regional experience and language ability

Discipline preferences listed in the award

Relevance of the project to the country; why will host 
country benefit from your project?

Career level - early career, postdoctoral, mid -level, 
Distinguished Chair



A Fulbright that Works for You
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Flex option
Available in approximately 63 countries and 2 world areas
Allows multiple visits over two years

Awards throughout your career :
Postdoctoral awards
Early Career 
Distinguished Chair 

Multi -country awards

Global Scholar Award

Home university affiliation is not required. Applications from artists 
and professionals, independent and emeriti scholars are welcomed!



Application Resources
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Fulbright Scholar Program website and Catalog of Awards 

Apply

Applica tion and  
Applica tion  Instructions

Applica tion  Guide lines, 
Project Sta tem ent Guidance
and  Sam ples

Learn

Webinars

The  Fulbrigh t Scholar Blog

Connect

MyFulbrigh t

http://www.cies.org/
http://awards.cies.org/
http://www.cies.org/application-login
http://www.cies.org/sites/default/files/documents/application-instructions.pdf
http://www.cies.org/application-guidelines
http://www.cies.org/project-statement-core-fulbright-scholar-program
http://www.cies.org/project-statement-samples
http://www.cies.org/event-type/webinar-schedule
http://www.cies.org/blog-posts
http://www.cies2.org/


Application Components
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Application Form

Project Statement

Curriculum Vitae or Resume

Letters of Reference

Additional components, depending on award

Course Outlines or Syllabi (for teaching awards)

Select Bibliography (for research awards)
Language Proficiency Report
Letter of Invitation
Supplemental materials for applicants in the Arts, Architecture, 
Writing and Journalism



Project Statement
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Your opportunity to lay out your proposed 
project specifics in  as m uch de ta il a s 
possib le

Why Fulbrigh t and  why th is 
country/institu tion /organiza tions?

Focus on  what you  p lan  to  do ; the  
specific courses you  p lan  to  teach/the  
m e thods and  goa ls of your re search

Outcom es from  the  gran t - im pact on  
hosts, hom e  institu tion  and  you

How adaptab le  a re  you?  How we ll will you  
dea l with  cha llenging situa tions?



Affiliations and Invitations
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Host Institution:
If a host is identified, it will be found under Location in the Catalog
When a host is not identified, there are several resources to help find 
an affiliation:

International office on your campus
U.S. and Visiting Fulbright Scholar Directory
Review award description for suggested hosts or resources

Letter of Invitation :
Non -binding expression of interest from proposed host abroad
Should come from person with whom you will be collaborating
Should be on host institution letterhead

http://www.cies.org/fulbright-scholars
http://www.cies.org/letters-invitation-developing-contacts-abroad


Submitting a Competitive Application
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

Address the Fulbright goal of promoting mutual understanding
Why you are interested in a Fulbright and why in your proposed host 
country
Professional expertise and skills you can offer; benefits to the host 
institution and host country; exchange of knowledge and experience
Cultural diplomacy; demonstrated flexibility, adaptability
Outcomes, impact, and multiplier effect

for your professional development, home campus, students, field at 
large; for your host institution
future collaborations; linkages: personal, professional, institutional; 
plans for sustaining relationships
internationalizing campus and curriculum



Review Process and Timeline
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

SEPT. 16 Applica tion  dead line

OCT. - NOV. U.S. pee r review 

DEC.. Applican ts notified  of sta tus - Recom m ended  applica tions a re  sen t to  
host countries and  to  the  J. William  Fulbrigh t Fore ign  Schola rsh ip  Board

JAN. – APR. Grantees notified  of fina l approvals

MAY – onward Grantees p repare  for gran ts

SEPT. Program  sta ff conduct technica l reviews for com ple teness



Administrator Seminars
U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRA

U.S. peer review committees discuss applications for a single 
geographical region 

International Education Administrator Seminars (IEA)

India – Aug. 1

Taiwan - Sept. 16

Japan, Korea- Nov. 1

France, Germany - Feb. 3

Russia Community College 
Administrators Seminar

Oct. 15 



VISITING SCHOLAR PROGRA

Visiting (Non -U.S.) Scholar Programs

Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program

Fulbright Scholar -In-Residence 
(S-I-R) Program

Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF)

96% Visiting Scholar 
Program

4% Scholar -In -Residence



Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program

Purpose  and  Applica tion  
Visiting Schola rs from  othe r 
countrie s engage  in  re search  
and  teach ing activitie s on
U.S. cam puses

Visiting Schola rs apply 
th rough  the  Fulbrigh t 
Com m ission  or U.S. Em bassy 
in  the ir hom e  countrie s

VISITING SCHOLAR PROGRA

Percentage 
of Visiting 

Scholar Activity
2018-2019

10%
2%88%



Scholar-In-Residence  Program
VISITING SCHOLAR PROGRA

Brings scholars and professionals from abroad to campuses that do not 
often host visiting scholars

Involves colleges and universities 
that serve student populations 
underrepresented in international 
exchange programs

S-I-R grantees 
Primarily teach undergraduates
Provide cross -cultural/
international perspective

Application is made by the interested U.S. institution
1 semester or full academic year options

Deadline is November 1 ; Em ail: sir@iie .org



Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF)

Trave l gran t for Fu lbrigh t Visiting Schola rs a lready in  the  U.S. for
short-te rm  guest teach ing

Institu tiona lly d riven  app lica tion  by 
U.S. Host Institu tions

Schola rs can  m ee t, lectu re  and  
exchange  ideas with

Facu lty and  studen ts
Com m unity organ iza tions
K-12 schools

View the  on line  schola r d irectory for a  list of 900+ schola rs who a re  
curren tly in  country.   

Em ail: o lf@iie .org

VISITING SCHOLAR PROGRA

http://www.cies.org/fulbright-scholars
mailto:olf@iie.org


Other Fulbright Programs

Fulbright Arctic Initiative
Collabora tive  re search  opportun ity tha t b rings toge the r a  ne twork of 
schola rs, p rofessiona ls and  app lied  re searche rs to  re search  Arctic issues

Fulbright Specialist Program
Short te rm  program  tha t p rom otes linkages be tween  U.S. schola rs and  
p rofessiona ls and  the ir coun te rparts a t host institu tions ove rseas 

Fulbright U.S. Student Program
Recen t gradua te s, postgradua te  cand ida te s th rough  d isse rta tion  leve l, 
deve lop ing p rofessiona ls and  a rtists to  study and  re search  abroad

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program
Principa lly for p rim ary- and  secondary-leve l educa tors

Fulbright -Hays Awards
Facu lty re search , group  p rojects and  sem inars in  designa ted  socia l 
sciences and  hum anitie s fie lds

FULBRIGHT FAMILY

https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-arctic-initiative
http://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-specialist-program
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/
http://www.fulbrightteacherexchange.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/iegpsddrap/index.html


Stay Connected to the Fulbright Scholar Program

Join  MyFulbrigh t a t cie s2.org

Em ail m e  a t rlaum ann@m em phis.edu

Visit us a t www.cies.org to  learn  m ore  abou t the  
Fu lbrigh t U.S. Scholar Program

Refe r your colleagues

NEXT STEPS

The Fulbright Program @FulbrightPrgrm @the_fulbright_program

http://www.cies2.org/s/1064/index.aspx
http://www.cies.org/
https://www.cies.org/connect-with-fulbright
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