
Staff Senate December Meeting 
Thursday, December 13, 2018 

Senate Chamber 
9:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

 
1. Welcome 

 
2. Call Meeting to Order – 9:35 AM 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
4. New Business - 

1. Update on Resolution - Meghan informed us that she presented to the Faculty Senate at their meeting in 
December the joint resolution of the $15/hr wage initiative. Meghan and Kara had numbers from Human 
Resources and pinpointed how many people here at University of Memphis make under $15/hr and what 
positions they held.  It past nearly unanimously, two people abstained from voting. Shelby County 
Schools and Government have all moved to a $15 minimum wage. 218 employees of a household of two 
at the University of Memphis and 400 if household of three would qualify for federal assistance. Also, 20 
employees would qualify for food stamps in a household of two and 246 for food stamps if household of 
three.  Regarding equity, of the 335 employees make under $15/hr 80% are black and 62% women. 
Discussed meeting with Raj Kurapathi to develop a financial plan for this initiative. Question from 
Barbara Bekis regarding source of the data. Meghan relays that it is from HR.  

1. Voting for Resolution– All in favor – unanimously; Opposed – none. 
2. By-laws Committee Meeting - Frances talks about revising the bylaws. She discussed a Meet 

Your Senators Day occurring on 1/7/19 from 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM. This event will have light 
breakfast and to let people know what we have been doing. This is also to get information from 
people on what they are wanting us to do. We need to vote on the expenditure part of this event. 
Discussed moving the event date from 1/7/19 to 1/10/19. Date for Meet Your Senators Day 
event moved to 1/10/19. We are also wanting to do a retreat for the Senate. Discussion of a 
retreat has taken a backburner, still looking to have something.  

1. Voting for purchasing food. Motion to set a $300 limit for food expense – Cody 
Clinton; Seconded by Paul Cade. All in favor – Unanimously; Opposed – none. 

3. Childcare and Early Childhood Education from Allison Brown - She spoke on the committee 
looking at recommendations. They sent a list of 25 recommendations to President Rudd on 
upgrades. The committee is working on a website for all the childcare facilities/schools with 
different tabs for online information dissemination instead of individual websites. Schools such as: 
Lipman, potential University middle school and University Campus school. Shelby County School 
Board will vote at the end of January on the middle school. Someone asked a question regarding 
Shelby County have a new Pre-K class, is this going into effect? The new Pre-K has already started 
this year. Someone had a question regarding the cost, Shelby County Pre-K is free for UofM 
employees. Lipman does have tuition. 

1. Shelly Hand has left Memphis and the committee is looking for more members. 
 

5. Call for Announcements 
1. Collecting coats in Physical Plant 
2. Canned food drive 

 
6. Call for Questions/Concerns 
7. Adjourn Meeting Motion – Mark Patterson; Seconded – Erma Hudson 

 
 



2018-2019 Staff Senate Committees 
 
Executive Committee: 
President: Meghan Cullen 
Vice President: Mark Patterson 
Secretary: Victoria Tardugno 
Public Relations Coordinator: Cody Clinton 
Membership Coordinator: Latisha Brooks 
Website Coordinator: Jamilah Harris 
 
Bylaws Committee: 
Lee Vawter 
Frances Breland 
Latisha Brooks 
Meghan Cullen 
 
Election Committee: 
Tammy Adams 
Holliday Ridge 
Latisha Brooks 
Madeline Simington 
 
Issues Review Committee: 
Brian Deal 
Alison Brown 
Jessica Bromwell 
 
Legislative Advisory Committee: 
Ann Brock 
Latisha Brooks 
Paul Cade 
Kara Bowen 
 
Public Relations Committee: 
Kara Bowen 
Denna West 
Cody Clinton 
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