Dual MSW/MPH Degree

Program Description

The purpose of the MSW/MPH dual-degree program is to prepare and train students in practicing in health settings that require in depth knowledge
in both social work and public health. The dual degree allows the social work student to combine practice skills across social work settings with the
population health perspective gained in the MPH program to address needs at the community level. By combining the programs, students are able to
develop a special expertise in population health and its applications to social work practice. An additional benefit of the MSW/MPH program is that
it offers the student the ability to complete the MSW and MPH in considerably less time than required to complete each degree separately.

This interdisciplinary education supports the training of highly professionals who are competent in both public health and social work. Both degree
programs share a strong commitment to social justice and elimination of health disparities. By combining the two degrees, students will get a
biopsychosocial and epidemiological perspective on critical issues of health at local, regional, national, and international levels. The two programs
also share a focus on community based and coordinated care.

The MPH, a 42 credit program, usually takes 2 years to complete. The MSW, a 60 credit hour program, usually takes 2-3 years to complete. The
timeframe is shorter for the dual degree because the two programs share 12 credits of required coursework, and up to 18 credits of MPH core courses

and 6 credits of MSW courses may be taken online. Students may choose to devote the entire first year of study either to the MSW degree or to the
MPH degree. During the subsequent 2-3 years, they complete remaining course work, writing, and experiential training for both degrees.

Admission criteria and process

Candidates for the program must meet the entrance requirements and procedures for admission to both the Master of Social Work and the Master of
Public Health degree programs. Both programs must be informed by the student at the time of application to the second program that he/she intends
to pursue the dual MSW/MPH program.

Program completion requirements

A student must satisfy the curriculum requirements for each degree before either degree is awarded. The joint curriculum (see Table 1 below) will
allow twelve credit hours to be shared between the two degrees.

Award of degree

A student enrolled in the dual degree program may receive the MSW degree or the MPH degree when he or she has satisfied the requirements for
either degree.



Admission

A potential student must make separate application, and be independently accepted, to both the MSW and MPH programs. Application to both
programs at the same time is encouraged. This dual program is designed for students who wish to complete both degrees simultaneously. Students are
admitted into each program separately; completion of one degree is not contingent upon completion of both.
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