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MURDERS AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS GO UP;
ENCOURAGING DECLINES IN ROBBERIES AND BURGLARIES CONTINUE

MEMPHIS - The University of Memphis (UofM) Public Safety Institute and the Memphis Shelby Crime
Commission have released preliminary crime figures from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) for the
first three quarters of 2020 (January-September) compared to certain previous years. In some cases, the figures
reflect significant changes during the COVID-19 pandemic period of April-September compared to figures
released earlier for just the first quarter of the year (January-March).

A disturbing change is in the major violent crime rate (based on reported murders, robberies, rapes and
aggravated assaults). At the end of the first quarter, the major violent crime rate actually dropped 4.3% in the
City of Memphis and 5.2% countywide compared to the first quarter of 2019. The decline was driven by
significant declines in reported robberies and aggravated assaults. However, taking the COVID-19 months of
April-September into account, the major violent crime rate is up 17.6% in Memphis and 17.1% countywide for
the first three quarters of the year compared to 2019.

The increase in the major violent crime rate is attributable to significant increases in murders (up an alarming
62.7% in Memphis and 55.1% countywide) and aggravated assaults (up 27.2% in Memphis and 26.6%
throughout the county), reversing the decline during the first quarter of the year. Both murders and aggravated
assaults often involve perpetrators and victims who know each other.

On the other hand, during the COVID-19 months of April-September, the rate of reported robberies — where the
victims are usually random and unknown to the perpetrators — continued a three-year decline. Through
September, reported robberies were down 14.7% in Memphis and 15.5% countywide compared to the first
three quarters of 2019. This continues a longer-term downward trend. Since 2016, in Memphis, the rate of
reported robberies has plummeted 34.1% and an even more significant 59.8% compared to 2006.

There was encouraging news on the major property crime rate as well (which includes reported burglaries,
motor vehicle thefts and other felony thefts). Overall, the major property crime rate was down 12.2% in
Memphis and 11.7% throughout the county, driven by a very significant decrease in the burglary rate — minus
27.5% in Memphis and minus 26.3% countywide compared to the first three quarters of last year. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, more people have been at home, especially during the day, likely serving as a deterrent to
would-be burglars.
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The reduction in reported burglaries is a continuation of an ongoing downward trend. In Memphis, there were
6,832 reported burglaries during the first three quarters of 2016 and an alarming 12,478 in 2006. The number
stands at 4,055 so far this year. Since 2016, Memphis has benefitted from a 40.5% drop in the rate of reported
burglaries and a dramatic decline of 66.8% since 2006.

The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the TBI. While not as
dramatic as the reduction in robberies and burglaries, the overall crime rate has also shown a relatively
consistent downward trend. In Memphis, the overall crime rate dropped 4.1% compared to the first three
quarters of 2019 and 5.3% countywide. Compared to 2006, the decline is 25.0% in Memphis and 27.9%
countywide.

“The increases in murders and aggravated assaults are occurring in cities across the country during the
pandemic. We are not alone. Many of these crimes involve perpetrators and victims who know each other,
which probably reflects the increased stress during the COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time, we can be
encouraged by continuing and consistent declines in robberies and burglaries. While still a problem, the chances
of being a random victim of a robbery or burglary are down considerably,” said Bill Gibbons, president of the
Crime Commission and executive director of the UofM Public Safety Institute.

About the Crime Statistics: In measuring overall crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
and the Public Safety Institute use data reported by local enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based
Reporting System (TIBRS), which was developed and is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An
incident is defined in TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or group of offenders
acting in concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent crimes and domestic violence offenses,
however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an incident count. All rates are calculated based on per 100,000
population.

#i#

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission (www.memphiscrime.org): Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
is an independent, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization that “quarterbacks” the work of the Safe Community Plan
and its partners. It is funded through the generous contributions of many private sector donors. Ben Adams,
chairman emeritus of Baker Donelson law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president
of the Commission.

About the Safe Community Plan (www.memphiscrime.org): Launched in 2007, the Safe Community Plan, an
action plan spearheaded by the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission, is a community-based crime reduction
initiative. Implementation of the Safe Community Plan is chaired by Shelby County District Attorney General
Amy Weirich.

About the Public Safety Institute (Wwww.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of the University of
Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community committed to identifying and advancing best
practices in the field of public safety. It is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons
serves as executive director.
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MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME
JANUARY — SEPTEMBER
(Incidents Per 100,000 Population and Numbers)*

el City of Memphis «=@mAll of Shelby County 1,757.9 (11,443)?

1,598.2 (10,636) 1,541.6 (10,034) ; <1 3 (9,886)
1,494.3 (9,72

1,394.4 (9,09

1,215.4 (7,965)
1,229.6 (11,314

1,316.40 (12,350)3

1,161.8 (10,866) 1,154.9 (10,814) 1,124.6 (10,539
1,058.7 (9,910) N

916.9 (8,556)

 Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2020 TBI figures are preliminary.

*The 2020 figure is an increase of 10.0 percent from 2006 and an increase of 17.6 percent from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2020 figure is an increase of 7.1 percent from 2006 and an increase of 17.1 percent from 2019 in all of Shelby County.

MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME
JANUARY - SEPTEMBER
(Incidents Per 100,000 Population and Numbers)*
e=lil==City of Memphis =@=A|| of Shelby County

6,548.9 (43,584)

4,809.9 (31,521)
4,709.6 (30,654)%890-0 (31,839), o0 o (35 187)

4,234.9 (27,635) B
om e 4,072.6 (26,510)>
. \

+
N ¢ 3,944.8 (36,938) O
3,912.8 (36,514) 3,770.1 (35,260) 3.705.4/(34,726)

3,419.9 (32,011) 3,272.5 (30,701)3

5,369.4 (49,4

2006 2011 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

" Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2020 figure is a decrease of 37.8% percent from 2006 and a decrease of 12.2 percent from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2020 figure is a decrease of 39.1 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 11.7 percent from 2019 in all of Shelby County.
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REPORTED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSES
JANUARY - SEPTEMBER
(RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION AND NUMBERS)*

e=ll== City of Memphis «=@=A|| of Shelby County

2,418.6 (15,850)
2,146.5 (14,285 2,154.0 (14,020)

1,979.3 (12,916) 1,927.0 (12,547)
1,883.0(17,572) 1,830.5 (11,918)
1,734.1 (15,956) 1,576.0 (14,752) 16846 (15,755) — 1,725.1 (11,229)
1,527.4 (14,302) |
1,464.4 (13,724)
‘F

1,388.6 (13,027)
—

2006 2011 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2020 TBI figures are preliminary.
’The 2020 figure is a decrease of 19.6 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 5.8 percent from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2020 figure is a decrease of 19.9 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 5.2 percent from 2019 in all of Shelby County.

OVERALL CRIME
JANUARY - SEPTEMBER
(Incidents Per 100,000 Population and Numbers)!

«=li=City of Memphis =@=A|| of Shelby County

16,000.0  15,091.1 (100,433)

14,000.0 13,129.5 (86,043) 12,575.9 (81,854)
12,544.1 (115,419) 12,378.4 (80,596)

11,520.7 (75,178 .
12,000.0

10,527.8 (98,244) 10,153.3 (94,959)
10,082.7 (94,411) 9,550.8 (89,507)
Y

9,045.4 (84,859)3

11,804.7 (76,857)
11,318.8 (73,678)2

10,000.0 9,408.8 (88,068)

8,000.0

2006 2011 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

! The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.I.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2020 TBI figures are preliminary.

% The 2020 figure is a 25.0 percent decrease from 2006 and a 4.1 percent decrease from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2020 figure is a 27.9 percent decrease from 2006 and a 5.3 percent decrease from 2019 for all of Shelby County.
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Table 2

2 Memphis, TN: Crime Rates: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TN - TIBRS' GROUP & OFFENSES
CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population®)
January 1 - September 30, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2010, & 2020
Salected Offenass of Intersst
% 5% % %
Offenaa Typs 2006 | 2011 218 | 27 2018 2018 2020 |Change| Change | Changs | Changs
2006-20 2011-20 [ 2016-20| 201920
Murder” 122 1324 2241 212( 203 208 335 840%| 140.4%| S18%| s
Raps™ g1.0| 620 685 733 648 s524] 450| 262% 27aw| 323w zaow
Aggravated Assault™ o004| 7o85| 0337 10517| toe3s| 11280 14342 577w Toew| saem| 2mam
Robbery 6006 3415 3724 3055 404] 2874 2452( Soete| 2eow| 340%| 147w
[MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME™ 1508.2| 1215.4) 13044 15416 15183 14043) 17570) 10.0%| 44e%| 201m| 176%
[Burglary 1874.9] 14327] 1047.0] 10866 o723| s508] eezo| seewm| -s6.5w| a0 ww| 7S
[Theft Offenses 30141 2085.6] 28274 31868 ae008| 3301.0| Zesso| 24| 1om| 45| 0%
[Mator Vehicle Theft 7509 ame] 3s08] 4563] s1em] s7as| apav] asoes] 281w 3sowm| Ao
[MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 8545.0) 4800.9) 4234.0| 47006 4m000| 46365 ao726| 37ew| -153%| -3ew| 22w
[Simple Assautt’ 25142 2754.1| 20757 21482 20023| 1s3sa| 1se02| a7a%| 42ew| 2aem]| 30w
[DrugNarcatic Violations® sea0| 6040|4171 3078 seve| 3404| ar7el ssow| arsw| sem| vew
|Weapon Law Vialationa® 167.8) 1509] 1258 1470] 1522] 1300] 2834 esow| 7row| 1253w waew
[Domestic Viclsncs | 21485] 2416] 19703 21540] 1e270] 18305 17251 06| 28 7w] 12Ew] -SEw]
Total Group A Offenasa’ 150911 13122.5| 11520.7| 12575.8) 12378.4 11804.7) 113188
Total Group A Offenses Involving Firsanmr 021 11368] 11318] 11183 15444

* D b chifges b Pepod e ol recking Taeme, TIHRS Kuies e mobsspeibe baak pio W

¥ Rates and population fipures are based om 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 5. Census Bureau Population Estimates,
The latest estumates available, 2019 Estimates, are used to calculate the 2020 populafion estimates based on the TICE
methodology which are then used for caleulatmg the rates for 2020,

POPULATION 2006 2011 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
665,512 | 655,341 | 652 548 | 650,878 | 651,104 | 651,073 | 650,937
OPERATION: SAFE COMMUNITY Monthly Crime Trends Report Page 24
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Table 2.1 Memphis, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TH - TIBRS* GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - September 30, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2018, & 2020

Selocted Offenses of Interead

% | % | % | %
Offenss Type 2006 | 2011 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 |Changa|Changs|Changs |Changs

2006-20 | 2011-20| 2018-20 | 2019-20
Murder’ 121 e[ 1a4] 3| 13| 1u]  zes soose| ranmw| siem| e2T
Rape™ aa| a8l sl  am|  am|  am0| 203 27em| o7ew| 229w 220w
Aggravated Assault™ 052) 52| aom3 eses| 7ow| 7w o3 samm| Teaw| saam| amim
Robbery 4057 2238| 2| 2504 2273 1871 1,506 07| 2e | 24| A4T%
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME™ 10,636 7965 ooeo| 1004 pmes| a7l 1443 Tew| oamw| sew| 17ew
Burglary 12478 93s0] ap3a| 6042 6331 s5se| 4055 er| seex| soee] aren
Theft Dffsnses 26,040| 19,568) 18,450) 20742 z2 143 21,408 10201) 264%| aw| 43| 05|
Motor Vshicls Theft 5057 2566) 2353 2omo| 33es| 3om| 3204 3eam| 25awm| e 40w
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 0584] 31521 27,635] 30,054 31,890 30.187] 26.510] 30.2%[ 50| 41%[ 122%]
|simple Assaut’ | 16.732] 18.040] 13,505 13.982) 13,097 11,048] 10,206 30.5%]| 4300 24.0%] -120%|
 DrugiNarcotic Violations' 3753 3gse| 27m| 2ses| 2500 2218 2450 3asw| arew| o7e| 110%|
Weapon Law Violations® 1,097 1048)  sm|  est|  om|  ses| 12as] es2m| 7e.oe| 1247 1020%|
|Domestic Violencs | 18.285| 15.850] 12,008] 14020] 12,547) 11,08] 11,200 2rams] o] a30m] S|
Total Group A Offsnsss’ 5.478| 81,854 s0508 78857 41%
Total Group A Offanses Invohing Firsarm*” =| 650 730el 7380 Tam 3B0%
* D s chaisfgici i oo g Sleois ibwalveing Bowiem, THRE pues proi BT




Table 1.2 Shelby County, TN: Crime Rates: 20006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TH - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population®)
January 1 - Septsmber 30, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2018, & 2020
Sakectad Offenaes of Intereast
% % % %
Offanas Typs 20086 20 206 2M7 2018 20189 2020 | Changs | Changes | Changs | Change
2006-20 2011-20 | 2016-20 2018-20
Murdsr 133 11| 70| 150 148] 153 237 78| 1240%| 3eam| ssaw
[Rape 4035 498 s27| 578 517 488  384| -26.0%| -27.5%| ai4w| 22ew
[Aggravated Assault® 711.4| ew0| 717.7] =037 =333 sszo| soves| s1e%| veew| soaw| 266w
|Robbery 2555 2a70] 2r14| 2853 2552 2104 177e| s1o0%] 2aow| aasw] a5sw
[MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME? 12208] o8| 10587 11818] 11548 11248] 13164] 7aw| mew| 2aam| 7w
[Burglary 15182 11202 8158 s108| 7e3s| ess3| 4sos| svew| se7w| J0ow| 283w
[Theft Offenasa 32542| 24802 2313.4] 250a8| zr7o4| 26523 zwes| 2eaw] aawm| 2am| oEm
[Mator Vahicls Thatt sp7.0| 3034 2857 3513 410e] asse| 28e3] asaw| o7aw| asowm| o
[MAJOR PROPERTY GRIME s3e0.4| 3e128] 341ee| ar704] acass| amosa| aeves| aee| 1eaw| 4| 417w
|simpie Assault’ | 20m0.7] 21552 16083 17375 18227 15188] 12007] 27| 01| 23ew| 450w
|DrugiNarcotic Vislations® ses.8| s:aa| 4117 seso| sea] a3ses] ze10] 3ease] oow| gzam] 10w
[Weapon Law Violationa® 1aa1] 1207 1150] 1313 13ss] 1208 2173] somw| evew| seam| meew
[Domeatic Violencs | 1724.4] 1z83.0] 1576.0] 1e84.6] 1527.4] 1464.4] 1388.6] 100%] 26.3%] rom] 52w
Total Group & Offenses® 12544 1| 10527 8] 8408 8] 10153.3] 10082 7] es508 5.3%
Tetal Group A Ofences Involving Finearm*? ?5-’.9' 832.3 355.3' E3iT.2 38.8%

* [low b changes b repoiing) olleroens recving beemme, TIBRS ko e ot e Dol o B34

¥ Rates and population figures are based om 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 T1.5. Census Burean Population Estimates.
The latest estumates avalable, 2019 Estimates, are used to caleulate the 2020 populafion estimates based on the TICE
methodology whoch are then wsed for caleulating the rates for 20240

POPLULATION 2006 2011 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
920,106 | 933,186 | 936,021 | 935,251 | 936,365 | 937,166 | 938,143
OPERATION: SAFE COMMUNITY Monthly Crime Trends Report Page 14
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Table 1.1 5helby County, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, &
2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TH - TBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - Sepismber 30, 2008, 2011, 2016, 24T, 2018, 2018, & 2020

Sslacisd Offensss of Interaat

% % % %

Offensa Type 2006 | 2011 | 2018 | 2017 | 2018 | 2018 | 2020 |Changs |Change |Changs|Changs

2006-20 [2011-20 | 201820 2018-20
Murder 122 gl 158l 140 137]  143]  290] m2oss| 1382w%| 30eew| ssow
Rape 455  4es|  4m3|  sa1|  am4] 439 30| 25| 27aw| 312w 22e%
Aggravated Aasault? 6,548 s5002] e718] 73517 703 7ess| 104121 saeme| 7rew| 0T 268w
Robbery 41| 2305 2540 2ees| 2300 1972 1.668] soze| 27vew| 243w A54%
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME® 11.314] 8.558] o910] 10868] 10814] 10538] 12350] o] aaaw| 2amw] 172
Burglary 13,068 10538 7638 7ees] 7152) 628] 4 s502] 67| seam| 3w 28w
Theft Offanasa 21,70| 24306 25041) 24.856] 22 4ms| 24| -2om| 36w o
Motar Vehicle Theft 2674 3286] 3245 zead] 3ep4] 20| zmow] 35Sw] 05w
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME z2011| 35260] 36938] 24726] 30701 37ese| a50%] 41w 116w

|simple Assaut’ 15,878] 18,250 15382) 14235 12.100] 26.0%| e 237 140w
| DrugiNarcotic Violations® 3854 3sod| 3m3] 33s0] 3305 35w srew| e 1w
Weapon Law Violations® 1,076 1,228 1260 1132 20m| s3e%m| easw| sosw[ soam
|Domestic Violencs 14,752) 15755) 14,302 13724] 13,007 84| 250 a17e] Saw|
Total Group A Offsnsss’ s8,068 paose| pa4n1| 8o 507 84850 5%
Total Group & Offenaes Invoiving Firsarnr” 7088 7om| 8012 7848 10747 3T0%
* D b chtwiraggici i Pl g 2 i ivvobeieg Broasre, TR g i ol codpan mbls b Gl B s i 2008
OPERATION: SAFE COMMUNITY Monthly Crime Trends Report Page 11
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