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Major Property Crime, Domestic Violence, Overall Crime Figures Drop in Shelby County

MEMPHIS — The University of Memphis Public Safety Institute and the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
released preliminary figures from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) for the first half of 2019 (January-
June) which show a significant drop in reported major property crime in Memphis and Shelby County, as well as
a decline in domestic violence and overall crime as measured by 54 different categories.

Reported major violent crime remained fairly steady, with a very significant declines in reported robberies and
rapes but offset somewhat by increases in reported aggravated assaults and murders.

The major property crime figure includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts and other felony level thefts. During
the first half of the year, the major property crime rate dropped 7.5 percent in Memphis and 8.9 percent
countywide compared to last year. Declines occurred in all three categories, including a significant decline in
reported burglaries — down 13.8 percent in Memphis and 15.8 percent countywide.

An encouraging decline in reported domestic violence which began in 2018 continued, with a reduction of 7
percent in Memphis during the first half of 2019 and a 5.9 percent drop countywide.

The major violent crime figure includes murders, rapes, robberies and aggravated assaults. The rate of reported
robberies declined significantly compared to the first half of last year - down 18.1 percent in Memphis and 17.4
percent countywide. Reported rapes dropped as well, by 21.4 percent in Memphis and 23.1 percent in all of
Shelby County.

These declines were offset somewhat by increases in reported aggravated assaults (up 8.2 percent in Memphis
and 5.4 percent countywide), along with an increase in murders (up 14.5 percent in Memphis and 16.8 percent
countywide).

In total, the major violent crime rate increased 1 percent in Memphis but dropped 0.7 percent throughout
Shelby County.

The overall crime rate is determined by using reported crimes in 54 different categories (called Group A crimes
by the TBI). The overall crime rate dropped significantly in the first half of the year compared to last year — a
decline of 6.6 percent in Memphis and 7.5 percent countywide.

“Less crime means fewer citizens victimized and fewer families impacted by crime,” said District Attorney Amy
Weirich. “These numbers are overall encouraging. But there is still much work to do. One of the great things
about our five-year Safe Community plan is that everyone can participate in some way and contribute to a safer
and stronger community. Just think what we could prevent if every neighborhood had an active in

MEMPHIS SHELBY CRIME COMMISSION &
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS



Neighborhood Watch group.”
HiHt

About the Crime Statistics: In measuring overall crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
and the Public Safety Institute use data reported by local enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based
Reporting System (TIBRS), which was developed and is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An
incident is defined in TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or group of offenders
acting in concert, at the same time and place.” Reported major violent crime and domestic violence offenses,
however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an incident count. All rates are calculated based on per 100,000
population.

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission (www.memphiscrime.org): Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
is an independent, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization that “quarterbacks” the work of the Operation: Safe
Community (OSC) plan and its partners. It is funded through the generous contributions of many private sector
donors. Ben Adams, CEO of Baker Donelson law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as
president of the Commission.

About Operation: Safe Community (www.operationsafecommunity.org): Launched in 2007, the
Operation: Safe Community (OSC) action plan, spearheaded by the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission,
is a community-based crime reduction initiative. Implementation of the Operation: Safe Community
action plan is chaired by Shelby County District Attorney General Amy Weirich.

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of the University
of Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community committed to identifying and
advancing best practices in the field of public safety. It is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public
Policy. Bill Gibbons serves as executive director.
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 Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults.

! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2019 figure is a decrease of 7.1 percent from 2006 and an increase of 1.0 percent from 2018 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2019 figure is a decrease of 9.2 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 0.7 percent from 2018 in all of Shelby County.

REPORTED MURDERS
JANUARY - JUNE
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! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.
? The 2019 figure is an increase of 3.5 percent from 2006 and an increase of 14.5 percent from 2018 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2019 figure is an increase of 2.8 percent from 2006 and an increase of 16.8 percent from 2018 in all of Shelby County.

3J|]UofM Public Safety Institute



REPORTED ROBBERIES
JANUARY - JUNE
(RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION AND NUMBERS)!
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! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.
? The 2019 figure is a decrease of 53.1 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 18.1 percent from 2018 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2019 figure is a decrease of 53.6 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 17.4 percent from 2018 in all of Shelby County.

REPORTED AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS
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! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.
% The 2019 figure is an increase of 23.0 percent from 2006 and an increase of 8.2 percent from 2018 in the city of Memphis.

® The 2019 figure is an increase of 18.6 percent from 2006 and an increase of 5.4 percent from 2018 in all of Shelby County.
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MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME
JANUARY - JUNE
(Incidents Per 100,000 Population and Numbers)?
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Y Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2019 figure is a decrease of 29.8 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 7.5 percent from 2018 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2019 figure is a decrease of 32.0 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 8.9 percent from 2018 in all of Shelby County.

OVERALL CRIME
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! The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.I.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2019 figure is a 23.0 percent decrease from 2006 and a 6.6 percent decrease from 2018 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2018 figure is a 25.1 percent decrease from 2006 and a 7.5 percent decrease from 2018 for all of Shelby County.
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Tahle 2.2 MF"I:|1FF]1L‘R_ TN: Crime Rates: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2018, & 2019

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trand Report
Memphis, TN - TIBR 5" GROWUP A OFFEN SES5
CRIME RATE S (Offenses per 100,000 Fopulation®]
January 1 - June 30, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2013, & 2018
Sebecied Offenses of Interast
]

Offense Type 2006 | 2011 | 2016 | 2018 | 2019 |Change

200618
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Rape® 4] d24] 4] a8 o[ Ea%
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[Domestic Vickence [ 4ns8] 159a8] 12908 1232 9] a6 A5a%] 2san] TEN[ T0%|
Total Group A OBenses 9728.8] 8334.0] T0T] amS6] 74des] 20N A08%] 14| -I.E‘
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* Rates and population figures are based an 2006, 1011, 2014, and 2018 U5, Cermis Burezu Population Eshmaates. The labest
estimates available, 1018 Estimates, are used to caloulate the 2019 popalation estimates bassd on the UCE. methodalogy which
are then used for calculating the rates for 2019,

2006 2011 2016 2018 2019
665,512 | 655,590 | 653,184 | 650,618 | 650,410
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Table 2.1 Memphis, TN: Number of OHenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2018, & 2019

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TN - TIBR &' GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - June 30, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2018, & 2013
Selected Offenses of Interest
%

Dfiense Type 2006 | 2011 | 2046 | 2018 | 2043 |Change
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. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Table 1.2 Shelby County, TH: Crime Rates: 2006, 2011, 20146, 2018, & 2019

Operation Safe Commumnity - Crame Trend Report

Shelby County, TH - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES

CRIME RATES [Offenses per 100,000 Population®)

Januwary 1 - June 30, 2006, 2011, 2016, 201E, & 2019
selected Offenses of Interest
% %
Offense Type 006 | 241 | 2016 | 2048 | 2049 [Change|Change
200%-18] 21119

Murder 03]  63[ tog] s3] o6 28%| Sio%
Rape’ TEIEE EE B B D
[ Aggravated Assaulf a661] 3057] 4675] saas] ssan| 10| a7
Robbery 283.9) 1538 1735] 1587] 131.8] S36%| A5.2%]
MAJOR VIDLENT CRIME® 7912 5924 eaae| Ta7] Ties| 9| M
Buarglary saad| 7054] sao7| 4see] 4185] S5T%| 40e%| A96%] 150%
Theft Offenses 077.4[ 15278] 30 8] q7es ] 1see.n] A08%|  S1%] 16a%] -56%)
Motor Vehicle Theft 10.7) 1827] 638] 2757 226.9| A0 24a%] BA%] AT.T%
(MAJOR PROPERTY CRME 022 2a955) 20e2] 2sae7] am2a] anew| 4w saw] 894
| Simple Assault* | 1361.3] 1a7.7] 1ena0] 1oase] 1o1as] 255m| 2ean] aas] 694
Drug/Nareatic Violations® 300.4] 50| 2005] 2ses] 23an] 0| an] -20.0%] -06.0%]
Weapon Law Violations® og6( 83| 7as| sas| o] anem| -zew] o] -43.a%)
[Domeste Violence L 1131.6] 1240.8] 1033.8] 14| s5ed] A5T%] 231%] BA%] -5.9%|
Total Growp A Offenses 2092.4) 6719.4] a0sas| essad| eoeoq| 254%| e[ edw] 75%
Total Growp A Offenses Involving Fireamy* 500.3] 5405] 5480 §.5%

* F.ates and popitlation figares are based o 2004, I011, 2014, and 2018 115, Cetsiss Bureru Population Estimates. The latest
estimates available, 2018 Estimates, are uied to caloulate the 2019 popalation estimates based on the UCE methodalogy which

are then used for calculating the rates fior 2012

2006 2011 2016 2018 2019
920,106 | 933,457 | 936,759 | 935,764 | 935,686

FOPULATIOM
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Table 1.1 Shelby County, TH: Number of Ofenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2018, & 2019

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TN - TIBR5' GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - June 30, 2008, 2011, 2046, 2013, & 2019
Selected Ofenses of Inferest
% % ] %
Offense Type e | 2011 | 246 | 2ME | 2019 |Change|Change JChange (Change
2006-19| 2011-13| 20618 | 201213
Murder 35 T L 7 o) Ams| GaS%] -0.9%| 16.5%
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