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RECENT CONTINENTAL PHILOSOPHY
Mary Beth Mader
PHIL 4441/6441
TR 9:40-11:05
<Theoretical>

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In lecture and discussion format, this course introduces students to several major thinkers in recent European philosophy through readings of primary sources. It is a survey of canonical figures and texts in recent and contemporary French and German philosophy. The course treats three main topics: (1) philosophical accounts of death; (2) philosophies of time and temporality; and (3) philosophical investigations of language. 

We will spend most of our time on the following figures from recent European philosophy: Death: Rainer Maria Rilke, (Jorge Luis Borges), Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Emmanuel Levinas, Maurice Blanchot; Language: Ferdinand de Saussure, Heidegger, Michel Foucault, Jacques Derrida; Time and Temporality: Henri Bergson; Edmund Husserl, Heidegger, Levinas, Gilles Deleuze. Helga Nowotny.

Requirements for Graduate students: A one-page final paper proposal, including bibliography. A 16-page final paper on an approved topic, or an alternative assignment(s) by student petition. A draft of the final 16-page paper may be submitted for comments and revision prior to its submission for a grade. 
Final Paper: 70%
Class Participation: 25%
Final Paper Presentation (30-minute presentation): 5%

SEMINAR IN CONTINENTAL PHILOSOPHY – Levinas: Totality and Infinity
Kas Saghafi
PHIL 7030/8030-001 
M 2:30-5:30
<Theoretical>

COURSE DESCRIPTION	
							
As the thinker credited to have been the first to introduce phenomenology to France via his translation of Husserl and his essays on Heidegger, Emmanuel Levinas went on to produce a highly original work Totality and infinity (1961), which inaugurated ethics as first philosophy. This course is devoted to a close reading of Totality and infinity, Levinas’s first major work.

TEXTS
Required 

Totality and Infinity: An Essay on Exteriority. Translated by Alphonso Lingis. Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1969. ISBN-13: 978-0820702452; ISBN-10: 0820702455 

I highly recommend the use of the original French text:

Totalité et infini. Essai sur l’exteriorité. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1961. Paris: Le Livre de poche, coll. «Biblio-essais», 1988. The latter edition is a cheap paperback available from most French bookstores (fnac.com or amazon.fr).

Recommended 

Basic Philosophical Writings. Edited by Adriaan T. Peperzak, Simon Critchley, and Robert Bernasconi. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996.

Collected Philosophical Papers. Translated by Alphonso Lingis. Boston: Kluwer, 1993.
Reissued Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1998.

Also of Interest

Salomon Malka, Emmanuel Levinas: His Life and Legacy. Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 2006; Emmanuel Lévinas: la vie et la trace. Paris: JC Lattès, 2002.
Course Requirements
It goes without saying that a successful seminar is dependent on the attendance and active participation of all the students. 

1.  Short Papers: There will be two 5 to 6-page papers for this course. The papers will not require additional research beyond the assigned primary text. The aim of the papers is to get everyone thinking and writing about Levinas from early on in the semester. They will primarily be 1) summaries of particular arguments in a given section of Totality and Infinity, or 2) attempts to explain how a particular term or concept is being used in a given section, or 3) attempts to elucidate the relation between a couple of terms or concepts in a section of Totality and Infinity. 

2. Research Paper: A 15-page research paper will be required at the end of the course. The final paper could build on the themes and concepts treated in the short papers throughout the semester or could chart a new course. 


SEMINAR IN NORMATIVE PHILOSOPHY -- Consent, Contracts, and Domination
Lindsey Stewart
PHIL 7/8040 
R 2:30-5:30
<Practical>

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Many critiques of the social contract tradition, such as Carole Pateman’s The Sexual Contract, interrogate the notion of consent. In this course, via the concept of consent, we will investigate the relationship between social contracts and domination. A special emphasis will be how the social contract tradition informs liberalism (for example, in John Rawls’ thought). We will cover both traditional social contract theorists (such as Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau) as well as critiques of the social contract tradition. Possible texts include: Carole Pateman and Charles Mill’s The Contract and Domination, Illusions of Consent: Engaging with Carole Pateman, selections from Zora Neale Hurston’s work, and Audra Simpson’s Mowhawk Interrupts: Political Life Across the Borders of Settler States. 

SEMINAR IN CLASSICAL PHILOSOPHY – Aristotle’s Politics
Tim Roche
PHIL 7/8201
T 2:30-5:30
<History>

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The course consists in a careful study of the 8 books of Aristotle’s Politics. We begin with a review of Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics since that treatise is the first part of the study of what Aristotle refers to as politikē (political science), the Politics comprising the second part. We then examine Aristotle’s views on the origin, identity, value, and proper aims of the political community as well as his views on freedom, equality, slavery, women, the definition of citizen, types of constitution, the justification of private property, justice and injustice, the causes of political conflict and revolution, and the ways in which deviant regimes may be reformed. Near the end of the semester, we address questions about Aristotle’s conception of human happiness and its role in political theory as well as the nature of his ideal political system and associated discussions of the correct system of education.
	
TEXTS: 

Required

Aristotle. Politics: A New Translation. C.D.C. Reeve. Hackett 2017.

Recommended

Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics 2nd edition. Terence Irwin. Hackett 1999.

Additional Readings

Recent scholarly papers pertaining to Aristotle’s Politics will be uploaded to the
eCourseware site for the class. Students will be asked to read some of these 
papers in conjunction with their research for their papers and/or presentations.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

Good attendance and class participation, a midterm paper or class presentation, and a final research paper. Fifty percent of the grade for the course will be based on attendance, class participation and the midterm paper/presentation. The other fifty percent of the grade will be based on the final paper. The evaluations and grading of the work of MA and PhD students will involve applications of standards appropriate to each group of students.

CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY: Narrative and Imagination 
Shaun Gallagher
PHIL 7/8203
M 5:30-8:30, CL 333
<Theoretical>
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course will cover major issues and debates in recent philosophy addressing narrative and imagination.  Narrative is a much discussed topic in connection with questions about the nature of self and self-understanding, moral evaluation and decision making, and the understanding of others. Although there is much written on the topic of imagination in the history of philosophy, explanations of what imagination (as a cognitive state) is, and how it works, still appear as problematic in recent phenomenology and philosophy of mind. In some discussions the discussion of narrative and imagination overlap (e.g., discussions of empathy and simulation theory of social cognition). We’ll spend some time discussing the work of Marya Schechtman (I anticipate that she will visit the seminar) and the contributions of philosophical semiotics (Claudio Paolucci will also visit). 
Texts

Most texts will be online. There will be some selected texts by Kant, Husserl, and others. But we’ll also read or consult with the following books.

Hutto, DD. 2012. Folk Psychological Narratives
Currie, G. & Ravenscroft, I. 2002. Recreative minds: Imagination in philosophy and psychology. 
MacIntyre, A. 2013. After Virtue
Ricoeur, P. 2010. Time and Narrative.
Ricoeur, P. 1992. Oneself as Another
Sartre, J-P. 2012. The Imagination
Schechtman, M. 2007. The Constitution of Selves
Velleman, JD. 2006. Self to Self: Selected Essays

COGNITIVE SCIENCE SEMINAR
A. Graesser
PHIL 7/8514
W 2:20-5:20

Contact Dr. Graesser for course information.

