EXTERNSHIPS FAQ:

· If I have applied independently with one of the partner organizations, can I still get credit? 
Yes; please submit an Externship application and indicate on there that you have applied and been accepted to the placement. You do not need to submit a resume and cover letter or choose more than the one placement. 
· My grades are not the best, or I’m a 1L and do not have grades yet, are there limitations on what placements I can apply for? 
Do not self-limit! You would be surprised by the number of students who do not apply for an externship position because they do not think they’ll get it. Reach for the stars if that is what you want. While we do have some placements that require a minimum GPA, most do not. So, if you are academically eligible to take externship, in that you have completed 24 credits AND have a GPA of at least a 2.0, you can apply for any externship we offer. We will reach out to discuss alternatives if you are not selected for any of the options you choose. 
· If I apply for Externship but do not get one of the placements I chose, will you put me in another position without my input? 
No, we will always reach out and discuss alternative placement options if you do not get into any of your preferred placements. There is no penalty for you choosing to wait for a subsequent semester to try again for a preferred placement. 
· If a student is on academic probation/warning, are they still able to participate in an externship? If so, is there anything additional required of this student to complete this graduation requirement?
You must be in academic good standing the semester before enrolling to participate in an Externship. This means you must have a combined GPA of at least a 2.0. Please talk with us if you have concerns related to this so that we can work with you and with your advisor to ensure that you have an opportunity to complete an Externship. 



· I have reviewed the Placement Descriptions document, but nothing seems to meet the specific area of law, or the jurisdiction that I want to work in, what should I do? 
Schedule a meeting with Professor Vescovo and/or Professor Fitzgerald. Sometimes all the different types of law practiced by some of our partners are not clear in the descriptions so we are happy to talk with you more about how what we have fits with your areas of interest. We are also always happy to talk about developing new opportunities or to try and help you make contact in new jurisdictions. Come and talk with us and we will come up with a creative solution together. 
· Will you clarify the graduation requirement, I know it’s 6 CH of experiential learning, but does that mean one has to do an externship AND a clinic?
You MUST take and complete a minimum of 6 experiential credits with at least one clinic OR externship, you CAN take up to 3 clinic or externship experiences with almost any combination (3 Externships, 2 Externships and a Clinic, 2 Clinics and an Externship, or 3 Clinics). 
One can take up to 12 ungraded credits toward your 90 credits you need for graduation, you can take more but only 12 of those ungraded credits will count toward that 90. As a reminder Clinics are Graded and do not count toward this. 
· Are there some outside externships or clinics that we are able to participate in that are approved or should one go through the process in-house?
There are no clinic courses outside of those that are offered. Use the in-house process. For Externships you can arrange one and we would consider that. It must meet our requirements and your best way to ensure that it does is to look at our current placement partners and find one with a similar mission statement or work experience. As a reminder these cannot be paid positions if you are receiving Externship credit. 
· Do 3Ls have deference in this process?
· For Externship, no, students that have not yet enrolled in Externship have some deference in this process, but this rarely applies. 





· After submitting the application, what does the rest of the process look like?
Once all applications are in, we review your selections, as well as your resume and cover letters. If we have recommended changes, we will let you know. Simple changes we will often do ourselves, which is why we request that both documents be in Word Format. We will then submit your materials to our placement partners. We will inform you when your materials have been submitted. They will engage in an independent vetting process, which varies by placement, and will either contact you directly with next steps or will ask us to contact you to arrange next steps. Watch your email for communication from us and from our placement partners. 
If we need to move beyond your second preferred placement choice, we will reach out to you prior to submission of your materials. 
· Is there an interview?
Externships - some placements will want to interview; some will decide based on the documentation submitted
· What is the turnaround time?
It's on a rolling basis, but the application documents go out quickly. How soon a decision is made varies by placement. 
· What is the time commitment for an Externship: 
Externships have two time components: 
· Class (1x/week, usually for an hour on Tuesdays 4-5:20pm)
· Working Requirement:
· 2 CH externship - 8 hours a week over the course of 14 weeks (the course of a regular semester), Total hours of 112 over the course of a semester. 
· 3 CH externship - 12 hours/week (health law, FedEx Logistics), Total hours of 168 over the course of the semester. 
· FOR SUMMER THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE DOUBLED!
· How does this impact our GPA?
It does not. Externships are ungraded credits that count toward the 90 needed credits for graduation
· I am only interested in one placement, or am not interested in four different placements, am I required to select four? 
You are not required to select more than one placement to apply for an Externship course. However, be aware that if you select fewer placements there is a possibility that you will not be selected for any. We will reach out to you to discuss alternative placement options or deferring and waiting for a subsequent semester. 
· I have a preferred placement should I have a backup option? 
Yes, and rank your preferences on the application. If you have questions about alternative placements that may help you meet the same placement goals as your top preference, feel free to ask. We love questions and having conversations about placement opportunities. 
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