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eCommerce Law

What is eCommerce Law?

eCommerce law refers to laws that regulate transactions which occur over the internet as well as internet da-
ta storage. This body of law encompasses online contracts, privacy policies, e-signatures, and online buying,
selling, and advertising procedures. eCommerce law may also implicate copyright and intellectual property
law (Wu). The goal of eCommerce law is to build consumer confidence in e-contracts and online transactions

(Takasugi).

In the United States, federal eCommerce law includes the 1996 Telecommunications Act, the 1998 Digital Mil-
lennium Copyright Act, the 2000 Electronic Signatures In Global and National Commerce, and the 2003 Con-
trolling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act. State and local governments also have
their own eCommerce regulations. eCommerce lawyers should be familiar with all federal, state, local laws,
and international eCommerce regulations. An attempt was made in 1999 to pass the Uniform Computer Infor-
mation Transactions Act to standardize American eCommerce regulations, but because it lacked crucial con-
sumer protections, only Virginia and Maryland ever adopted it (Wu, McDonald).

eCommerce lawyers advise their clients regarding their online transaction and data storage policies and taxa-
tion issues. They also represent clients in copyright, intellectual property, and contract disputes. eCommerce
lawyers may also work for a federal or state agency that enforces eCommerce law (Scott).

Because eCommerce law regulates rapidly evolving technology, which means the law changes rapidly, though
usually not as swiftly as the technology it tries to regulate (Scott).

Where Do eCommerce Lawyers Work?

Government

Federal Trade Commission— ranked one of the best Types of Clients
places to work in the federal government

Securities and Exchange Commission—Careers Internet service providers

Internal Revenue Service—Careers Online retailers or vendors
Tennessee Attorney General— Consumer Protection Divi- Online advertisers
sion

Individuals harmed by an eCommerce trans-
action or contract
Private Sector

Firms with eCommerce divisions or that handle eCom-
merce cases

In-house counsel with an eCommerce company



https://www.jstor.org/stable/24119932?seq=1
http://arizonajournal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/21_Takasugi_-257.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/general/telecommunications-act-1996
https://www.copyright.gov/legislation/dmca.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/legislation/dmca.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/legislation/dmca.pdf
https://www.fdic.gov/regulations/compliance/manual/10/x-3.1.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/statutes/controlling-assault-non-solicited-pornography-marketing-act-2003-can-spam-act
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/statutes/controlling-assault-non-solicited-pornography-marketing-act-2003-can-spam-act
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24119932?seq=1
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Uniform-Computer-Information-Transactions-Act-McDonald/c04545e72800e4943db802a7f2d14bd5d74d771e?p2df
https://repository.uchastings.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1538&context=hastings_comm_ent_law_journal
https://repository.uchastings.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1538&context=hastings_comm_ent_law_journal
https://www.ftc.gov/about-ftc/careers-ftc
https://www.ftc.gov/about-ftc/careers-ftc
https://www.sec.gov/careers
https://www.jobs.irs.gov/
https://www.tn.gov/attorneygeneral/about-the-office/divisions.html
https://www.tn.gov/attorneygeneral/about-the-office/divisions.html
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What Classes Should | Take?

Commercial Law Resume Boosters for eCommerce Law
Consumer Law

Contracts I/

Copyright

Corporate Tax

Information Privacy Law
Intellectual Property Survey
Patent Law

Products Liability

Secured Transactions
Securities Regulation

Professional Associations

American Bar Association

All University of Memphis law students have free membership to the American Bar Association. Their website

provides routinely updated information and interest-specific career advice. Join different sections to find out
what they offer. Check out the Intellectual Property Section.

Association of Corporate Counsel—IT, Privacy, and eCommerce Network

The Association of Corporate Counsel provides networking and education opportunities for in-house counsel-

lors. The IT, Privacy, and eCommerce section provides professional development for eCommerce lawyers.

eCommerce Law Links

“Internet Law & Cyber-Security”
This article by attorney Jesse L. Noa discusses recent developments in data security for lawyers. American Bar
Association. May 1, 2018.



http://www.americanbar.org
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/intellectual_property_law/
https://www.acc.com/chapters-networks/networks/it-privacy-ecommerce-network
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/publications/blt/2018/04/mib-internet/

