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Memphis History this Month
The first Memphis is May International
Festival was held in 1977 and honored
the country of Japan. That same year,

the first Beale Street Music festival was
held on the corner of Beale and Third

Street. Since then, the festival has grown
to become an event with an immense

economic impact for the city of
Memphis and draws over 150,000

individuals from all over the United
States and around the world each year. 

https://www.nami.org/mentalhealthmonth
https://evolvetreatment.com/blog/may-is-borderline-personality-disorder-awareness-month/
https://www.amhca.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=b1db119a-c119-40be-acd0-0500e00c762c&Home=%2Fevents%2Feventdescription
https://www.samhsa.gov/prevention-week/about
http://wmmhday.postpartum.net/
https://www.apa.org/pi/families/children-awareness-day.aspx
https://www.apa.org/pi/families/children-awareness-day.aspx
https://www.apa.org/pi/families/children-awareness-day.aspx


Transgender Day of Visibility 

On the evening of Thursday March 31st, The
Haven Memphis hosted a Panel Discussion for
International Transgender Day of Visibility at the
Dixon Gallery and Gardens. The panel consisted
of a wide variety of individuals from the Mid-
south transgender community. The panel was
moderated by Michelle Anderson of Friends for
Life, a social service agency that focuses on
preventing the spread of HIV and helping those
impacted by HIV. The host of the event, The
Haven, is a community based health center
whose goal is to eliminate new transmission of
HIV and to provide a safe space to promote the
social, physical, and emotional well being of all
individuals impacted by HIV.  

The panel discussed topics such as the difficulties and struggles surrounding the transition
process, discrimination they experienced, and the emotional and interpersonal struggles
they have experienced due to their gender identity. One of the biggest topics of discussion
for the evening was around the discrimination panel members had experienced due to
their gender identity. Sam Tibikh shared her experience of workplace discrimination and
how she was not only verbally attacked by her coworkers, but was denied access to using
the restroom that aligned with her gender  identity and was forced to leave work and 
use a restroom facility across the street from her
workplace. Malachi Allen talked about an experience he
had being pulled over by the police while pregnant and the
distress he experienced both in the moment, and after the
fact. Jenna Dunn, who began her transition journey after
years of being married and having a child, discussed how
the transition journey had impacted not only herself, but
her family members as well and how they supported her
through her journey. 

https://www.thehaven901.org/
https://www.thehaven901.org/
https://www.fflmemphis.org/


Transgender Day of Visibility 

Watch a full recording of the panel discussion by clicking on the following link: 

Transgender Day of Visibility 2022 

"I felt like the panel was awesome. I think that they were

genuine in their issues with the system and they didn't sugar

coat anything which was very education in terms of

understanding issues in the transgender community in a candid

way. It was a call to action more than anything. 

- Madison, UofM MSW Student 

Quote from a UofM Attendee

What does it mean to
be "trans"?

What resources are
available for

individuals in the
transition process?
How can individuals

support the
transgender
community?

Medical services and
training for
transgender
healthcare 

The marginalization
of  individuals in

healthcare

Topics discussed
include:




Another central topic of discussion throughout the panel
was how supportive and/or discriminatory the healthcare
system is for individuals seeking transgender healthcare
and medical transition services. Dr. Susan Lacy, MD,
provides transgender care as a part of the healthcare
services provided at Modern Gynecology and
Reproductive Health (MORE) healthcare facility in
Memphis. She discussed how, during her medical training,
there was a lack of training and guidance around providing
care to individuals who did not identify with the gender
they were assigned at birth and those who wished to
transition. Lacy says that she is very intentional about
advertising transgender care as a part of the services she
provides to ensure that individuals who are seeking
gender care services are able to find them in the Memphis
area.  

 The panel provided a safe space for individuals to openly
and honestly discuss what it means to be "trans" and how
to support individuals in the transgender community.
Thank you to The Haven for hosting such a wonderful and
insightful event! 

https://ne-np.facebook.com/TheHavenMemphis/videos/3091955911134519/
https://ne-np.facebook.com/TheHavenMemphis/videos/3091955911134519/


ICHC Spotlight: Dezzy Moore
D E Z Z Y  M O O R E  I S  A  3 1  Y E A R S  O L D  D E T R O I T  N A T I V E , W H O
W A S  R A I S E D  I N  M E M P H I S ,  T E N N E S S E E .  S H E  H A S  A  1 2 -
Y E A R - O L D  S O N  N A M E D  D E Y ' L A N  J E A N ,  W H O  S H E
D E S C R I B E S  A S  T H E  L I G H T  O F  H E R  L I F E .  H E R  F A M I L Y
L O V E S  T O  T R A V E L ,  B O W L ,  A N D  A T T E N D  S P O R T I N G
E V E N T S .  D E Z Z Y ' S  F A V O R I T E  T H I N G  T O  D O  I S  T O  E X P L O R E
N E W  T H I N G S  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D . S H E  A L S O  L O V E S  T O
S P E N D  T I M E  W I T H  H E R  F R I E N D S  A N D  F A M I L Y .  

D E Z Z Y  I S  T H E  C L I N I C  C O O R D I N A T O R  A T  T H E  I C H C .
A S P E C T S  O F  H E R  J O B  I N C L U D E  P A T I E N T  S C H E D U L I N G ,
R E G I S T R A T I O N ,  F I N A N C I A L  C O U N S E L I N G ,  M E D I C A L
R E C O R D S ,  B I L L I N G  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N ,  A N D  D A T A  E N T R Y
A N D  P R O C E S S I N G .  A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  S H E  C O M M U N I C A T E S
W I T H   M E D I C A L  B I L L E R S ,  C L I N I C  P R O V I D E R S ,  A N D
U N I V E R S I T Y  D E P A R T M E N T S  T O  E N S U R E  M A X I M U M
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  I N S U R A N C E  R E I M B U R S E M E N T S .
 

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  W H A T  B R O U G H T  H E R  T O  T H E
I C H C ,  S H E  S T A T E D  " T H I S  A M A Z I N G  J O B

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  W O R K  F O R  S U C H  A  W O N D E R F U L
P R O G R A M ,  A N D  T O  L I V E  O U T  M Y  P A S S I O N  A S  A

H E A L T H C A R E  L E A D E R .  I  A L W A Y S  H A D  A  P A S S I O N  F O R
H E A L T H C A R E  A N D  W O R K I N G  W I T H  D I F F E R E N T

C O M M U N I T I E S  L I K E  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  A N D  S P E C I A L
N E E D S  E N V I R O N M E N T S .  O N C E  I  L E A R N  A B O U T  A L L

T H E  G R E A T  T H I N G S  T H I S  C L I N I C  D O E S  F O R  T H E
M E N T A L  H E A L T H  A N D  A U T I S M  C O M M U N I T Y ,  I

I N S T A N T L Y  K N E W  T H I S  W A S  T H E  P L A C E  I  W A N T  T O
B E . "



A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  W H Y  T H E  I C H C

P L A Y S  A N  I M P O R T A N T  R O L E  I N  P R O V I D I N G  S E R V I C E S
I N  T H E  M E M P H I S  C O M M U N I T Y ,  S H E  S A I D  " B E I N G
R A I S E D  I N  T H E  M E M P H I S  C O M M U N I T Y ,  I  A L W A Y S

W A N T E D  T O  W O R K  I N  A  F I E L D  T H A T  B E N E F I T S  T H E
P E O P L E  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y .  W I T H  T H E  G R O W I N G
P A N D E M I C ,  M A N Y  P E O P L E  H A V E  S U F F E R E D  F R O M

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  I S S U E S .  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  I S S U E S
A R E  A T  T H E I R  H I G H E S T ,  M A N Y  P E O P L E  A R E

U N A W A R E  O F  T H E  M A N Y  R E S O U R C E S  I N  O U R
C O M M U N I T Y .  I C H C  O F F E R S  M U L T I P L E  R E S O U R C E S

T H A T  C A N  B E N E F I T  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  I N  M A N Y  W A Y S .
I  T H I N K  O N C E  W E  F I N D  W A Y S  T O  C O N T I N U E  T O

P R O V I D E  T H E S E  R E S O U R C E S  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ,
T O  M A K E  I M P R O V E M E N T S  I N  O U R  M E N T A L  H E A L T H

I S S U E S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y . "







Get Involved in ICHC and iIMPACT Projects

To learn more about ICHC and iIMPACT Projects,
visit the following websites by clicking the links. 

iIMPACT ICHC

https://www.memphis.edu/iimpact/about/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/ichc/




UofM Autism Treatment, Training and

Research Clinic

College of Education and School of

Communication Sciences and Disorders

Initiative

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Program

Dr. Thouraya Al-Nasser

Visiting Clinical Assistant Professor, Applied

Behavior Analysis, ICL; Director of UofM Autism

Treatment, Training and Research Clinic (Autism

clinic on campus)

tlnasser@memphis.edu 

_______________________________
PM Ready / PM Ready Extension

Matt Davidson Director of Behavior Services

M.Davidson@memphis.edu  

662.934.3442

Charmaine Sego Project Memphis Director of

PM: Ready 

cssego@memphis.edu 

901.678.2190

______________________________

University of Memphis Psychological

Assessment Clinic (UMPAC) & Counseling,

Education Psychology, and Research (CEPR)

Dr. Ashley Batastini

 umpac@memphis.edu

901.678.3698

______________________________

Center for the Advancement of Youth

Development (CAYD)

College of Social Work

Dr. Gregory Washington 

gwshngt1@memphis.edu

______________________________

Memphis Speech and Hearing Center 

https://www.memphis.edu/mshc/

MSHCadmin@memphis.edu

901.678.2009







iIMPACT

Institute for Interdisciplinary Memphis

Partnerships to Advance Community

Transformation

iIMPACT Faculty Director

Susan Elswick EdD LCSW RPT-S IMH-E

University of Memphis

FedEx Institute for Technology, RM 212

901.678.1714

iimpact@memphis.edu

______________________________

School Mental Health Access to

Resources through Teletherapy

(SMART) Research, Training and

Treatment Center

Christy Peterson - Program Coordinator

901.678.1636

SMARTCenter@memphis.edu




https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
https://www.memphis.edu/abc/index.php
mailto:MSHCadmin@memphis.edu
https://www.memphis.edu/mshc/
mailto:iimpact@memphis.edu

