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Minutes of the Faculty Senate 
	Date: 10-28-2025
Presiding: Jeni Loftus (Sociology)    	 
Secretary: Barbara Fitzgerald Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies)
                                                   
Senators Present: Laura Alderson (Management), Reza Banai (City and Regional Planning), Melanie Conroy (World Languages and Literatures), Elena Delavega (School of Social Work), Bradley Dixon (History), Sean Driscoll (Philosophy), Rhema Fuller (Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality), Edith Gnanadass (Leadership), Ranganathan Gopalakrishnan (Mechanical Engineering), Joe Hafer (Dept of Public and Nonprofit Administration), Carl Herickhoff  (Biomedical Engineering), Carl Hess (University Libraries), Joy Hoffman (Family, Community, and Health Systems Science), Stephanie Huette (Psychology), Greg Hughes (Healthcare Leadership Dept), Eddie Jacobs (Electrical and Computer Engineering), Eli Jones (Counseling, Educational Psychology, and Research), Stephen Karr (Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music), Andrew Keefer (Military Sciences, ROTC), Coe Lapossy (Art), Kristy Patrick-Lewis (Acute, Chronic, and Continuing Care Science),  Gensheng Liu (Marketing & Supply Chain Management), Katy Ramsey Mason (Cecil C Humphreys School of Law), Miriam van Mersbergen (School of Communication Sciences & Disorders), DeAnna Owens-Mosby (Instruction and Curriculum Leadership), Joel Nichols (Journalism & Strategic Media), Ryan Parish (Earth Sciences), Dursun Peksen (Political Science), Will Robertson (Anthropology), Francisco Muller-Sanchez (Physics and Materials Sciences), Jeffrey Scraba (English), Sajjan Shiva ( Computer Science), Omar Skalli (Biological Sciences), Kate Sorensen (School of Accountancy), Mark Sunderman (Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate), Jennifer Thompson (Architecture), Tony de Velasco  (Communication & Film), Srikar Velichety (Management Information Systems), Stephen J Watts (Criminology & Criminal Justice), Mate Wierdl (Mathematical Sciences), Xinhua Yu (School of Public Health) 
Senator Present by Proxy: Ranganathan Gopalakrishnan (Amir Hadadzadeh – Mechanical Engineering), William Alexander (Tanei Ricks – Chemistry)
Senators Absent: Jennifer Thompson (Architecture), Andrew Hussey (Economics), Shahram Pezeshk (Civil Engineering)
Guests: Sara K. Bridges (Ombudsperson), Ed Scott (Athletics), Jeff Marchetta (Faculty Trustee), Larry Pivnick (UMAR) and Tierenee Nichols (Admin Assoc).

The five-hundred-and-eighteenth meeting of the University of Memphis Faculty Senate was held on Tuesday, October 28, 2025, in the Fountain Room of the University Center.  

10.28.25.01	CALL TO ORDER (2:40 P.M.) 
President Jeni Loftus called the meeting to order at 2:41 pm with a quorum present.  

10.28.25.02	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Agenda was approved. 

10.28.25.03	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes of the September 30, 2025, meeting were corrected and then approved as corrected. 

10.28.25.04	PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Ombudsperson search is moving into the interview stage. 
TUFS Update: Discussion was had regarding a new accrediting body, CPAG Board, with the following highlights: 
· SACS response has been to implement use of a new 100-day package
· While there is a political undercurrent in the formation of CPAG their focus seems to be on improving the accreditation process. 
Parliamentary procedure update: We will not always use a voice vote but will when efficient to do so. 

10.28.25.05	REPORTS
Standing Committee Reports
Committee on Committees: Nothing to report 
Academic Policies: Focusing on Textbook Affordability and Advising. 
· Peer institutions are divided so going to do an internal survey 
· Should Freshman have a faculty advisor? 
Academic Support: 
· Athletics Academic Services experience with the Drop Out Software has been all positive feedback. 
· Working on Articles of Authority, they have moved the current Articles into an editable document and broke it up into sections for the committee members to work on. 

Administrative Policies: 
· Presenting a motion today, and they are working on the process for selecting faculty to be part of 360 reviews. 
Budget and Finance: Nothing to report 
Faculty Policies: Nothing to report 
Library Policies: 
· Modernization funds are going toward a VR Lab and Research workspace plus a SITE AI 1 year subscription 
Research Policies: Nothing to report 

10.28.25.06	NEW BUSINESS

Athletics and Academics: 
	Professor Lynda Black & Dr. Ed Scott presented on the changes and developments in the Athletic Department: 
· Primary Focus is on:
· The health and safety of Student Athletes, Coaches and Staff
· Ensuring that Student Athletes are making meaningful academic progress 
· Winning games 
· Discussion regarding NIL and RevShare and the process of contract formation with students 
· As of the Spring 2025: 
· 3.47 Average GPA for the Department 
· 3.4 for Football 
· 3.66 for Men’s Soccer 
· 3.87 for Women’s Soccer 
· 6 programs have a perfect graduation rate 
· 8 programs have the best graduation rate in the industry 
· Student athletes make up 28% of the undergraduate population 
· Our programs have been very successful in post-Graduation scholarships and have had a student receive one each cycle. 
Motion to Replace elected Faculty Representative from the Faculty Appeals Committee –
Stephanie Huette, Chair, Committee on Committees 
· Passed with Unanimous Voice Vote 
Motion to Recommend Questions for the Faculty Evaluation of Chair/Director Survey –
Greg Hughes, Chair, Administrative Policies Committee
· After a lot of discussion: 
· Motion was amended, and then passed by Unanimous Voice Vote as Amended 
Faculty Trustee Report – Jeff Marchetta, Professor and Undergraduate Coordinator
· Faculty Trustee Report was presented, see attached Trustee Report 
Ombudsperson – Sara Bridges, Associate Professor of Counseling Psychology\
	- No ombudsperson was presented 
10.28.25.07	ANNOUNCEMENTS
No Announcements 

10.28.25.08	ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 4:22 pm.
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