HOOKS INSTITUTE TO HOST "TENT CITY"' REMEMBRANCE OCT. 27-28
For press information, contact Daghene fAcFerren, 246/441-0232 of D'Ann Penner, 901/378-3974

The Benjamin L Hooks lnstituta for Social Change wil host a sefies of events commemarating Tent City” and
olher sustained effois 1o gain economic empowerment and African-Americans’ righi 10 vole In a hub of the Civiz
Rights Mowement Fayele Counly, Tenn. Events will take placa at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Oct 27, and 1 p.m, Saturday.
Cxt 28 inthe Rose Thealre at the University of Memphis

The hightights ofthe weakend, which will include an exaibiton of photographs and documents highlighting
somminat avants of the Fayetie County Civil Rights Movement, are the keynote address Satkirday on the
significance ol the Fayelte County mevementby Charles Payne, Profasser of Afican-Amearican Studies at Duke

© University, fokioved by spaeches by Movemenilaaders, incuding John and Viela MeFermen.

° The Fayefte County movement has been catied the Tengast sustained civil rights protestin the nation”in an
oo arice published by the New York Times on 12 Gt 1969, This movement began in 1958 when movement
* leaders atiendad the lrial of a black man arcused of kiing a whils deputy shedifl. During the jury selecton for the

tial. il bacame apparent thal thare vere no African-Americans who couid serve on the jury becausa onfy & fevr
blacks threughout the ensire county had fegistered to vote. The subsequenteffors fo register volers resutted in

1 white landewness retatiatng aga'nst biack shatecroppers by evicting them fom teir famms. Two black farmars

who owned theirland allowed avicted sharectoppers o move onte their farmis and movementleadears selup
tants 10 housa tham. Thasa makeshit dwelings, known threugheut the wiortd as "Tent City." came 1o symbotize

. Ihe denlfal of basic civil fghts to African-Americans living In tha American South. When Fayelle Counly vhites

stasted ralaliating apainst the blacks who registeared 1o vots, the Movementrecahved national attention and
fnandisl assistanca; howevss, atno point gid the Fayetiz County leaders refinguish conirol of thelr civil righls

Lt agenda asthey defined L “Fhe Movements longeviéy and sense of purpese,” Dapheng McFarzan, the daughter

of Fayete Counly civil rights leaders, “can be explained by the focal paaple who sparked the movement znd

: © continwed to calry ils lorch even afer the enthusiasm for Givit rights organizing died oul efsewhere.”

© A promingn! attorney viith years of expeniencs as a proseculor for the Justics Depariment and. cusiendy, a
© Visitag Seholat atthe Hooks [nstitte, McFerren Is leading the e¥ortto coflect and preserve the oral stories and

documents that bearwitness to the skills and Lactics utlized by Movement particpants to educata thelr own
commundy about the issues facing them. and ke garner support for ek effons to encourage volal reglstration,
schost desegregation, and econemic empowetnient Coflectivaly, thase matenats show how a community where
high school graduation was net taken for grantad nonethelsss namated its own story as the svents unfolded
undet a national spodight His imperakve lo me thalthis unique chagpter of the American Civil Righis saga be

. presesved.” McFerren, the event planner, says, ‘because | see e hepes and goals of this communily, 2nd the

afforts hey undenook to reach their goals, as relevant loday lo poos and underserved communities.”

£ BcFarren will presentan ovenview of her conservatianistvoork on Friday that wilt be folowad by a panel

discussion. Panelists will inciude Dr. Susan Glissen of the Unfversily of Misslssippl, @ member of President
Ciinton’s Gounci on Racial Reconcliiation; Dr. Lesiie 8. Mckemots, a founding member of the Fannle Lou
Hamel Insbiuie at Jackson State Universily, and Viota McFerean, a <ivil ights leadsr in the Fayetie Counly

: moevement

I light ofrenewed waves of GyIiCismin soms raumatzed communites caused by responses 10 Hurmgane

-1 Katrina, we as a pation have an opportunity to learn fom thase activists efthe siries who werg fighting for a

more just and democratic Amerlca for ali ci%zens regardisss of economic slatus of ethnicity,” says D'Ann Panna!,
director of the Hooks Insttute. “This conference witl provide a space for an Interdisciptinary, nationat discussion

" gfhistorical commundy activism in the conteat of contermporary chatienges. Even mors importantiy, itwill give us

& thance to honot these heroic men and wemen who withstood death teats. Enancial and psycholegical

; ;- hardships. and the discomonts of lising for esignded periods of tma in Army surplus tents in order o encourage
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the country thay loved and many ofthem risked thelr Hivas for to fiva up lo its Idezls.”

" The Benjamin L. Hooks Inskhste for Secial Change Is a public policy research center supporting e usban

rasealch missien of the University of Memphls, and honofing Dr. Hooks' many years of jsadazship inthe

" Amercan Civil Rights #dovemant The Institute works to advanca undeisland:ng oftha tegacy of tha Amarican

Civl Rights Mavement € and of other movements for social justce € through teaching, research and

. community programs thatemphasize sccial moverents, race re!aions. siong Lommunit es, pudlic education,

effackve public pasficipaton, and social and sconomic justice

" For mere Information, visil hitp ibeahooks memphis edunightights hind,
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