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~"i'.i'!!!J!Jli:.e'lll\,·!l.\l!-·!llllllllll ·Iii• Federal eannark of $SOOK bolsters Hooks Institute 
TQP siorlu progran1s 
ci)i1«1l{NfWn'-' '; Coml11g off MO y;iars thatbrnught neariy S2 million from tlie f;ideral 
• government to launch the U of M's Benjamin L. H()Oks lostlt1.1te for So..:ia\ 
News Shorts Change, tile Institute 1vorked hard to show it de;;;rved those geMrnus gifts. The 
O. ·· (f~cti,·M·· 'plil. ; CongrHs must have ll~.-,d 1.,hat it saw: it awcrded the- Institute still anothH ha!f 
3( · · " cm · .s m!llion dollars Ill the 20•H fiscal year budget passed Ju1uary 22, 200-t. 
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According to !nstltute director, Dr. Doug Imig, 'This .-ward Is a testimony to th<'! 
Importance of Dr. Hooks's l!fetime of 1H•rk on behalf of a more just sodety. \'le 
;it the Institute ari! prnud to bi! the stewards of this facet of his legacy." 

Throughout the summer <1nd fall of ZC-03, the Institute began laurxhing the 
prngr.ims that the earlier earmarks made possible. Last July, the Institute 
sponsored a policy roundtable on the future of dvil rights In the Unlt<:>d Stato?s. 
The roundtable offered an opportunity for public policy researchers, dvll rights 
adi>·lsts, and community INdHS here in the Mld·SO\ith to share lhelr Ideas and 
concerns 1~ith Senate Majority Le.ider, Or. 8111 Frist. 'This gatlrnring was 
particu!arly interestln9 botl1 In the range of vo!ce~ brought together, and in the 
'off tM rHord' natur<> of the gati1Hing," commented Imig. 'Thls <1llowed for a 
candid and gen<>rativP. discussion which, I beile·.-e, 1;!11 have a slgl"llfkJnt lmp<1ct 
on pub!ic p-0llcy.·• 

In Septemter, 1;lth school ba'k in sHslon, the Institute sponsored a 'best 
paper" (Omp-etition for the University cf Memphis Afrkan Amerkan Graduate 
Student Conference. Winners of the paper competition included: Kristopher 
Burrell of the City University of NY; Brian Oaughedty of the Colle9e of William 
and Ma1-y; and SeMca Vaught of Bowling Green State University. The 1 .. lnnlng 
paJ'ers can be ,;ewed at the Hooks lnstitute's website {see 
http-!lbfnbook5. mem ohl 5 .fd' 1). 

Also in September, speaking before a crowd of stvdents, faculty and community 
leaders, noted civil right> lawyer <1nd author Dr. Peter Irons delivered <1 Hooks 
Leaure entitled "Jim Crow's Children: The Broken Pr<:>mlse of the 8ro·,\n 
Decision." lr<:>ns had revisited the fi'le school districts that W<'re defendants In 
th11 Bro1\n "· 8oMd of E'd<Kation Supreme Court decision fifty y<>.irs ago, In 
order to assess 1"here those districts are now in. terms of racial lnti!gr.itlon, 
ed11Catlonal attainment, and social justice. Among the provocatlv<> findings th<1t 
Irons reported t<> the audience; it took almost 20 years before th~ l;ist offidally 
s<>gr<>gated Hhcol closed ln thls country, and all five of the districts Involved In 
the 8ro·,.,n case remain fundam<>ntally segr<>gat<>d today. 

The Institute 11njoyed th11 fruits of one of Its new inltiativ<>s last October, 1"Mn lt 
convened a res<>arch 1,orkshop fe.ituring the r<>c!p!ents this past summu of the 
lnstitute's first~ever faculty R<>search Awards. Th'lS<' awards were granted to U 
of M lacu:ty to s>.1pport r<>search examining the influence of Brown v. Board of 
E'ducat!on on public education, business practices, pollti<at mobWi.ition and 
patterns of urban and suburban dev<>lopmer,t. WJnn<>rs of tile faculty Research 
Awards includ<>d: Dr. Ken Ho!!and (nO'o'I at til<> University of Kansas), Or. 
Cynthia Bond Hopson (Department of Journalism}, Or. Kevin H. Smith (Cecil C. 
Humphrnys School of Law), and Paul M. Wriqht (Oepartment of Human 
Movement Science and Educat;on). Tl1ese p;ipers may also be found on tiw 
lnstitutP.'S web.1;te. 

Also in OHober, the Institute hosted its annuJI "Civil Rights In the Schoo:s" 
outreach progrJm, which brings hundreds of elementary and secondary school 
students to the university campus to d•scus; ci\'il rights and dvlc engagement 
11iti1 Dr. Benjamin Hoe<~s (see photos left). Since 19.;.6 nNrly 3,000 students 
from pubtlc and private Hhools In Memphis and SMlby county have 
participated In the pro9ram. \'ijth ti1e asslst,,.nce <>f faculty In the College of 
Education, this ~·ear's program Introduced fifth and eleventh grade students to 
Issues ro?!ated to votinq r;ghts, equJI opportunity, and the imp,)rtance of cl•·lc 
en9a9ement. 

The Hooks In>titute then combined forces 11lth The r1ational Institute of Law and 
Equity and the riational Civil Rights Mu>eum to present a December symp-0slum 
on "Crime and unjust Punishment: The Emerqing Civil Rights Agend<1.'' The 
daylong event at the !lational Clvil Rights Museum f<>atured n.itlonal a•ld area 
judges, prosewtors, political leaders and Individuals 1•ho were exonerated 
because of the efforts of the Innocence ProjHt, a Mnprofit legal clinlc that has 
ldentjfled and e~onerated 130 p11r1ons through DtlA evidence t<>stiny. 

Over t11e neH few months, th<> Institute l"l!l (Ontinue Its series of events 
celebratinq the fiftieth anniversary of th<> Bro·,,.;n v. Board of Education covrt 
decis;on. !n February, the Institute te;ims 11iU1 the African and African American 
Studies Prog1am to bring to campus Or. Francll!e Rusan Wil>on, a wel!-kno;1n 
historian 1-.hose current research examines black women's history during the 
Jim Crow era. 

Also In Febru3ry, Or. Lee Bollinger, president of Columbla University, and 
formH president of the University of Michigan, deiiver<>d a Ho<:>ks Lecture 
r<>vie· • .,\ng the path from Brown to the recent rulings by the Un!ted States 
Supreme Court that bear lils nam11 ;rnd that have recalibrated Affirmative Action 
p-0ilcy In this (Ountry. 

Finally, In Mar<h, the lmtitute will host a two·day workshop on the legacy of 
Bro;,,n, bdnglng togethH scholars from across the country to pr<>oent their 
resear(h e~amlnlng the ways In whl<h that hlHork dedslan has come to shape 
Iii<> In this cou.1try ovu the past fifty years. 

To find out how you can ta~e part In the work of the Institute by b;icomlng a 
found;rl{l contributor to the Mw Hooks Institute E11d·)Wment, please contact 
Deborah Hernandez, Director cf Develoi:onHm, at (901) 678-264$, or D<:>ug lm\g, 
Director of th11 Hoo~s institute, at (9D1) 678-2769. 
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Your comments and suggestions am welcome. 
Please e·mall nc9flles:fioost9fflrn.memphls.ed11, f<I~ 901·678·4831, 

or send your corres:p-ondence to: 
Proflles Editor 

College of Arts and Sde11ces 
The university of Memphis 

217 Mlt,heH Hall 
Memphis, TH 38152-3450 

The UnlyH;;ltv of Memphis, one of 46 IJrnnessee Board of Regents lnstitntipM, 
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