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Federal earmark of $500K bolsters Hooks Institute
programs

Coming off two years thatbraught neariy 52 milfien from the faderal
government to faunch the U of M's Benjamin L. Hooks institute for Social
Change, the institute worked hard to show it deserved thase generous gifts, The
Congrass must have fiked what it saw: it awarded the Institute stilf another half’
miilion dodars in the 2004 flscal year budget passed Janvary 23, 2004,
According to Instituta divecter, Dr. Doug Imkg, "This awardis a testimony to the
Impartance of Or, Hooks's lifetime of vork on Dehalf of & more just society. We
% st the institute are proud to be the stewards of this facet of his legacy.”

Throughout the summier and fall of 2003, the [nstitute began launching the
pragrams that the earlier earmarks made possible, Last July, {he Institute
sponsored a policy roundtable on tha future of chvif fights In the United States,
The roundtable offered an opportunity for public policy researchers, <ivil rights
activists, and community leaders here in the Md-Sowtn to share thelr ideas and
concerns with Senate Majority Leader, Or, 8HI Frist. "This gathering was
particutarly interesting both In the range of volces brought tagether, and in the
‘off the cecord nature of the gatharing,” commentad Imlg. "This altewed for a
candid and generative discussion wiich, I belleve, witl have a signlficant impact
on pubiic policy.”

1n Seplamber, with school back in session, the Institute sponsered a "best
pager” competition for the University of Memphls Afrfcan Amerlcan Graduate
Studant Conference. Winners of the paper compatition inciuded: Kristopher
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Rurrelt of the City Unlversity of 1IY; Brian Daugharity of the Coliege of Wiltlamy
and Mary; and Seneca Vaught of Bowling Green 5tate Unlversity, Tive winning
papars can be viewad at the Hooks Tnstitute’s website {see

H mphls.edyl.

Also in September, speaking before a crowd of students, facuity and community
leaders, noted civit rights lawyer and author Dr. Peter Irons delivered a Hooks

Lecture entitted “Jim Crow's Chiidren: The Broken Promise of the 8rown
Decision.” Irens ad revisited the five schoo! districts that were defendants in
the Brown v, Beard of Educstion Supreme Court declshon fifty yesrs ago, in
order to assess where those districts are naw in terms of ractal integration,
educational attainment, and soclal justice. Among tha provocative fladings that
irons reported to the audience; it taok almost 20 years before tha fast officlally
segregated schoot ctosed In thls country, and ali flve of the districts involvedin
the 8rewn case remain fundamentally segregatad today.

The [nstitute enjoyed the frults of one of its new inltiatives ast Octaber, vihen it
convened a research warkshap featuring the reciplents tinis past summer of the
Institute’s first-evar Faculty Resesreh Awards. Thase awards were granted to
of 1 facuity to support research examining tie influence of 8rown v, Board of
Education on public education, business practices, pofiticat mobliization and
patterns of urban and suburban development. Vhiners of the Faculty Research
Avtards inciuded: Cr, Ken Hofland (now at the Unlversity of Kansas), Dr.
Cynthia Bond Hopson {Department of Journatism}, Dr. Kevin 5. Smith {Cecli C.
Humphrays Schoot of Law}, and Paul M. Wright (Dapgartment of Human
Hovement Sclence and Education). These papers may afso be found on the
Institute's website,

Also in October, tive Institute hosted its annual “Civil Rights in the Schaols”™
cutreach program, which brings hundreds of elememtary and gecondary school
students to the university campus to discuss civil rights and civic engagement
with Dr. BenJamin Hooks {se2 photos left), Since 19%8 nearly 3,060 students
from publle and pravate schools in Memphls and Shelby County have
participated in the program, With the asslstance of facuity In the College of
Education, this year's program Intreduced fifth and eleveath grade students to
Issugs retated Lo veling rights, equal opportunity, and tha impartance of ¢ivic
engagement.

The Hooks Institute then combined forces with The lational Institute of Law and
Equity and the Hationa! Clvit Rights Museum to present 3 December sympasium
on "CAmea and Unjust Punishment: The Emerging Clvil Rights Aganda.” The
daylong event at the Hational Clvit Rights Museum featured natlonal and area
tudges, prosecutors, patitical [eaders and indlviduals wiw weare exoneratad
because of the efforts of the Innacence Project, a aonprofit legal ciinlc that has
fdentified and exonsrated 130 persons throudh DA evidance tasting.

Dver the next few months, the Institute Wil continug Its series of events
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education court
degision. In Fepruary, the Instiiute teams with the African and African American
Studies Prograny to bring 1o camypus Dr. Frandiie Rusan Wilson, a weli-known
histesian whose current rasearch examines black wemen's history during the
Jim Crow era,

Alse In Februsry, Dr. Lee Bollinger, president of Columbla Unlversity, and
former president of the Univarsity of Michlgan, delivared 2 Hooks Lecture
reviewing the path frem Brown to the racent niings by the Unlted States
Supreme Court that bear his name and that have recafibrated Affirmative Action
poficy in this country.

Finafly, In March, the Institute will host a twa-day workshop on the fegacy of
Browin, binglng together scholars from across the country to present thelr
research examining tha ways In which that Nstoric dedision has coma to shape
lifa In this countey ovar tha past fifty years,

To find out howw you can take part in the work of the Institute by hacoming a
founding contributor to the nawv Hooks Institute Endoviment, please contact
Deborah Hernand2z, Olrectar of Davelopment, at (901) 678-2648, or Doug Imilg,
Director of the Hooks Institute, at (901) $78-2764.
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