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Hooks Institute Awarded $1 Million 

In February, the Hooks Institute for Social Change received a congressional 
award of $1 rnillion through the Departn1ent of Education's Fund for the 
In1proven1ent of Post~Secondary Education. This a\•1ard con1es on the heels of 
an $835,000 congressional award that the Institute received last year. 
According to Dr. Doug In1ig, director of the Hooks Institute, "This n1oney will 
provide the n1uch needed resources to grow the existing progran1s and develop 
new ones that will reach out to the con1n1unity, both locally and nationally." 

The n1oney that the Institute received last year was essential for supporting its 
current agenda, but the amount fell short of what the Institute needed to 
establish a pennanent operating budget, which ls a prin1ary goal of the 
Institute. "An endown1ent would ensure the success and longevity of the 
Institute's \Vork," states tn1ig, "and that is what we are going to do with the $1 
n1i!lion it received this year." According to In1ig, the establishn1ent of an 
endown1ent frees the Institute to use last year's avvard to do several things: the 
Institute will focus on strengthening existing progran1s, such as the Archives 
Project; It will support The U of M library \'11th sufficient funds to con1plete the 
prelin1inary processing of Dr. Hooks's papers; and It wlll reach out 1nore 
broadly to the can1pus co1nn1unity by cosponsoring events that support and 
expand its interdisciplinary agenda. 

Most ln1portantly, as In1lg states, "The Institute can no\'/ expend resources to 
cultivate progran1s that lnvl9orate the national dialogue on the nevi civil rights 
agenda of soclal justice. \Ve can expand our syn1posia and lecture series, 
develop other annual progran1s, and create then1atically linked curriculun1 
co1nponents for students, teachers, and scholars." 

\'Vhile this Infusion of funding has created n1any opportunities for the Hooks 
Institute, tn1ig recognizes the i1nportance of prudence In advancing the 
Institute's goals. "Fundan1entally, these congressional awards are a testan1ent 
to the Hfe v1ork of Dr. Hooks, and [to} the ln1portance of carrying on his 
legacy/ adds In1ig 1 "which means that we have an obligation to honor that 
legacy by directing progra111s that ren1ain t·rue to the n1ission and course that 
Dr. Hooks has set," 

For n1ore inforn1ation on the Hooks Institute and its progran1s, see its website 
at http://benhooks.n1en1phis.edu. 
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