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Everything available through University Libraries website: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/ 



What We’re Doing Today

• Quick poll and discussion on your perceptions of libraries
• Overview of how you can use the University Libraries to Study, Make, 

Research, and Relax
• Wrap up and questions



Poll: Library Perceptions 
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Word cloud summary of responses from live poll during session. 



Study



Study Spaces
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Study spaces in library designed to accommodate a variety of preferences: quiet vs. loud, individual vs. group, closed off vs. open. 
Library organized into three noise zones: social, quiet, and silent. 
Social is all of the first floor and much of the second. 
Quiet is part of the second floor and all of the third. 
Silent is all of the fourth. 
Group study rooms ranging from space for 5 to 25 people are available and can be reserved online: https://libcal.memphis.edu/allspaces 
Where different noise zones and study rooms are located can be found on the McWherter Library Map: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/about/mcwherter_floor_plans.php 




Technology
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Library includes a number of computer laps (PC and mac), printers, copiers, and scanners. Find where they are located with the map: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/about/mcwherter_floor_plans.php 
Technology available to check out includes laptops, calculators, headphones, and chargers. See what’s available at: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/technology/checkouttech.php 



Make

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3D_printing_filament
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


the sandbox
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Libraries includes a variety of resources for helping you create your own art and design through the sandbox https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/technology/ 



Creatorspace
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Sandbox Creatorspace located on first floor of McWherter Library. Includes workshop space with computers with specialized software  and tech pods with 3D printers, a paper and vinyl cutter, a laser cutter, keyboard, art tablet, and sewing machine. See sandbox page for more details on computer software and tech pod resources: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/technology/index_spaces.php 
Some resources require an orientation before using. Orientations are available on sandbox page. 
Some tech pods can be reserved online in advance: https://libcal.memphis.edu/reserve/thesandbox 
There are also cameras, audio recorders, microphones, projectors, and other tools available for checkout https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/technology/checkouttech.php 



Production Studios
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The sandbox also operates three production studios in McWherter Library. Each has specialized equipment and software.
Video Studio (second floor): for editing videos.
Audio Studio (third floor): for recording and editing voice projects. 
Presentation Practice Studio (fourth floor): for practicing a speech or other presentation, allows you to record yourself 
Each studio requires completing an orientation before using.
For information on each studio and their orientation: https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/technology/index_spaces.php 
Studios must be reserved online after completing orientations: https://libcal.memphis.edu/reserve/thesandbox 



Research



Library Collections

• Physical collection
• Books
• Some academic journals, magazines, 

newspapers, videos, etc.
• Special Collections

• Online Collection
• Databases with thousands of eBooks, 

academic journals, magazines, 
newspapers, videos, etc. 

• Everything can be searched online
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Can use quick search box on Libraries homepage to search most of the collection at once https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/ 
For searching physical collection use the Classic Catalog https://sierra.memphis.edu/ 
You can request physical items be held for you at the Checkout Desk on the first floor by filling out a request form https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/circulation/library_paging_slip.php 
For searching the online collection use the databases https://sierra.memphis.edu/search~S4/y 



Research Guides,  FAQs, 
& Help Videos
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Libraries offer a variety of do it yourself help guides.
FAQs: commonly asked questions with shorter answers https://libanswers.memphis.edu/ 
Research guides: overviews of how to do research for different subjects, courses, and specialized topics. Helps cover what parts of the collection to search and how to do so. Also include guides that over basic research how to skills https://libguides.memphis.edu/homepage 
Help videos: video how to guides by topic https://libguides.memphis.edu/Library-Help-Videos 



Personal Research Help • Ask a Librarian
• Research Assistance 

Desk 
• Online chat
• Online appointments

• Center for Writing & 
Communication (CWC)

• In-person 
appointments

• Online appointments
• Workshops
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Get help from a librarian for work on searching for, evaluating, and using sources in your research https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/help/askalibrarian.php 
Online chat assistance
Drop in help at Research Assistance Desk (RAD) on first floor of McWherter
Schedule a one-on-one research appointment with a librarian
Also help by email, text, and phone. 
Get help with brainstorming, writing, and revising your paper or speech with the Center for Writing & Communication https://www.memphis.edu/cwc/options.php 
In-person appointments
Online appointments 



Relax



Bestsellers and Comics Collections
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New bestsellers located in McWherter Library on first floor outside elevators
Comics located in the sandbox Creatorspace



Gaming and Movies in the sandbox
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Creatorspace has reservable film screening space for watching movies and TV and video game space for playing games as a group
Creatorspace has its own DVD and video game collection but you can also bring your own 



Conclusion



memphis.edu/libraries



Ask me some questions

• Reach out at carl.hess@memphis.edu or by scheduling a research 
appointment
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